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 Brothers and Sisters,  
 

With fall, we welcome the new class of apprentices, and the growing corps of CWs and 

CEs. We will soon host the first of what I hope will be many groups of high school 

students. Bringing youth to our facility for career awareness opportunities is one great 

way to engage with the community. As we expose young people to the opportunities 

available in our trade, we want to help inspire them to graduate career ready, with the 

math credits needed to enter the trades. Our school outreach initiative ties in directly 

with our efforts to help enact more union-friendly and local community-friendly work 

agreements. Engaging with and supporting future CWs and apprentices is a win-win 

for the Local and the community. When contractors hire local workers, it’s good for 

families and for the local economy. 
 

We have begun running continuing education classes at our new training center. I hope 

you will take advantage of these opportunities. All are welcome. Please sign up at least 

two weeks before the starting date, to ensure enough people for the class to run.  
 

We are working to get the Training Center ready for the Grand Opening on October 

10. International VP David Ruhmkorff will be here, as will Dane County Executive Joe 

Parisi, and –barring unexpected events-- we also expect Congressman Mark Pocan, and 

many other elected officials, Local 159 members, business managers, educators, 

business leaders and the general public. If you have time to help at the celebration, 

please email or call the office.  
 

Earlier this month, I was in Washington, D.C. for the IBEW Legislative Conference, 

and I lobbied some Wisconsin legislators, including Senators Tammy Baldwin and Ron 

Johnson, and members of Congress Paul Ryan, Gwen Moore and Mark Pocan. Some 

of the topics we discussed were the Cadillac Tax, Fiduciary Rule, and the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership.  As we have seen, who we vote for can have a huge impact on our working 

lives. I also learned about the app, “Vote Spotter.” Among its many functions, Vote 

Spotter lets you keep track of how your legislators vote on different issues, and lets 

them know within seconds whether or not you agree with their votes. Vote Spotter also 

lets you read brief descriptions of bills, and lets you share your views with friends. 
 

I was among the 1,700 who attended the very informative organizing conference in Las 

Vegas. Over the past two years, the IBEW has seen a net gain in members. “A” 

membership is at an all-time high, and future growth looks good, providing we engage 

a changing market place. I returned from the conference feeling hopeful. I believe we 

can grow our Local and our market share, while serving our community. Let us know 

if you are interested in serving on a committee or receiving additional training. IBEW 

classes available include COMET, Code of Excellence and Steward training.  
 

In solidarity, 

Robert Doyle 

rpdoyle@ibew159.org 
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Referral Agent’s Report  

Calls continue at a steady trickle. In September we had seven long calls to Epic. Epic is expected to have 

some more calls by the end of the year. Going forward, the work outlook is slow. Cullen is still moving 

earth at Union Corners. Anchor Bank is under way, but is not at full speed. 
 

The Judge Doyle Square project is the hot issue right now. If the vote passes on September 29 (as we go 

to press), the project will go forward. As always, we encourage members to show up in support, and for 

Madison residents to contact their alders. 
 

The Chicken Shoot was very successful, and everybody had a great time. A big thank you to all who 

helped us get the great door prizes, and to all who donated the prizes. Next year we will definitely do one 

or two more of these events. 
 

Don’t let the school work in your district go non-union! There is a lot of work coming up around the area, 

including DeForest, Oregon and Madison schools. Consider going to your local school board meetings 

and getting involved in the process. Voice your opinions about who should be hired as general, and sub-

contractors.  
 

Holiday Fantasy in Lights (HFIL) prep continues. A small, 

dedicated crew is making great progress, but they could 

use some additional hands. There is a lot more to do before 

the lights go on. HFIL set-up begins on November 4 at 

Olin Park. HFIL volunteers will receive a token of 

gratitude. This year’s HFIL will be bigger, with two new 

displays, and a new look for the park. Thanks to Jim 

Virnig, John Zwettler, Bill Holler, Tom Corcoran, Elmer 

Racek and Tom Tomlinson (at left), the displays and the 

booths and mailboxes are looking better than ever. The 

November 14 lighting ceremony will also feature the first-

ever Fantasy 5k Run and 2k Family Candlelight Walk. 

Sign up at fantasyinlights.com 
 

Apprentices and CWs/CEs: if you get laid off, contact the office immediately so we can get you back to 

work. Also, if you need help with anything, anytime, let us know. Whether it’s a “how-to” question, or a 

question or concern about work or school, contact the office. We can help.  
 

In brotherhood, 

Jeff Crocker 

jcrocker@ibew159.org 

 

Membership Development 

Organizer’s Report 
Summer is in our rearview mirror and fall is here. Fall is the start of cooler temperatures, hunting seasons, 

autumn colors, sports, education, etc. Not only do children return to school but we as adult learners have 

the opportunity to educate ourselves in a classroom with face-to-face time and hands-on labs. You need 

CEU’s to keep your license current, we have the place. The new IBEW Local 159 Training Center offers 

a variety of free classes for all to attend. You can view the classes in our newsletter and at ibew159.org. 

Organizing is the Local’s tool to gain market share. Market share is the percentage of work performed by 

the Local compared to the non-union. 

file:///C:/Users/sblue/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/014NPIN8/fantasyinlights.com
mailto:jcrocker@ibew159.org
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Organizing workers --especially key journeymen and foremen-- takes work away from the open shops 

and makes it difficult for them to bid future work. We need to embrace and encourage each other to be 

organizers by promoting the values of the IBEW to the unrepresented workers and open shops. When we 

stand united and work toward a common goal that’s solidarity. 
 

Thank you to all members who have contacted me with names of people they know that might be interested 

in information on becoming an IBEW member. If you know anybody that is working for a non-union shop 

and might be interested in joining the IBEW, call me with their contact information or send me an email. 
 

United we stand, 

Casey Healy  

chealy@ibew159.org 

 

Outreach & Communications Report 
Last month, I had the pleasure of attending the Retirees Lunch. At last, a chance to connect faces with the 

names that appear in these pages. There was much laughter and kindness in the room. It was humbling to 

realize that when some of my lunch mates were beginning their careers, I had scarcely begun elementary 

school. RENEW members may be our future; but our elders showed us the way, and remind us where we 

came from. 
 

Thank you, Ellicia Pluemer, for bringing her experience and energy to the 159 table at the Alliant Energy 

Center Job Fair. We met a lot of interesting people and answered a steady stream of questions.  
 

Special thanks to RENEW members Eric Proces (substitute recording secretary), Josh Stern (the 25th 

blood donor to sign up) and Cam Knuteson (for his solid leadership and sound judgment), for stepping 

up and anchoring the September meeting when we were short-handed. They are role models for us all. 
 

A few people have asked: Now that we have the Training Center, will there still be classes at MATC 

Commercial Ave.? Yes. All Apprentice training –day school and night school– will remain at Commercial 

Ave. But continuing education classes will be held at the Training Center. Apprentice night school classes 

at Commercial Ave. are open only to apprentices. 

 

President’s Corner 
Thank you to everyone who helped at Labor Fest. Those in the Reclass program should expect a mailing 

with information about what classes they need to take. The next union meeting agenda will include 

 Update on building expenditures to date 

 Discussion and vote about where to hold future union meetings 

 

Retirees Club  
We met at Toby’s Supper Club on September 14. Another good turnout this month. A lot of stories were 

told. Lisa Goodman reported on work, the Grand Opening, and Fantasy in Lights. Door 

prize winners were: Gary Gander, Tom Junck, Ken Frederick, Elmer Racek, Howard 

Czoschke, Ron Dommershausen, Bill Kracke, Steve Greenheck, Carmen Howe. We had 

a moment of silence for Dave Johnson and Denny Wieczorek. Our October 12 luncheon 

will be at the Parkside Pub in McFarland, (on the lake at 5016 Erling Avenue, between 

Green Lantern and the old Park Ponderosa). ~Jim Virnig 

 

mailto:chealy@ibew159.org
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In Memoriam 
The members of Local 159 extend their condolences to Dave’s family. He will be missed. 
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Calendar 

 

Oct 8          Union Meeting, 5:30 pm at Labor Temple 
 

Oct 10        Training Center Grand Opening, 11:00 – 3:00. Volunteers needed! 
 

October     Fantasy in Lights, Work days continue at Local 159. Phone ahead for times 
 

Oct 12        Retirees Lunch, noon, Parkside Pub, McFarland 
 

Oct 17        Work day at Aldo Leopold Center, Black Earth. Volunteers needed to paint, repair 

windows and more. Starts at 8:00, lunch will be provided. Contact Dave Branson at the Building 

Trades Council, (608) 256-3161, or email btrades@sbcglobal.net 
 

Oct 17        Class: First Aid/CPR, 7:30 – 4:00 pm, 8 CEUs. 
 

Oct 20        Class: JW/Masters Exam Prep, Tuesdays, Oct 20 – December 1, 18 CEUs 
 

Nov 4         Fantasy in Lights, Setup begins, Olin Park 
 

Nov 12       Union Meeting, 5:30 pm 
 

Nov 14       Fantasy in Lights, Lights On, Olin Park 
 

Nov 14       Fantasy 5K Run, Olin Park 
 

Nov 17       Class: Conductor Installation, 4:30 – 7:30 pm, 3 CEUs 
 

Dec  5        Class: Conduit Bending Basics, 7:30 – 4:00 pm, 8 CEUs 
 

Dec 15       Class: Transformers 1, 4:30 – 8:30 pm, 4 CEUs 
 

Jan 21-23  Class: Pro Union Contractor, 20 CEUs 

 

 Call (608) 221-3321, to register for classes. Don’t delay. If there are not enough 

people registered two weeks prior to the start of class, the class could be cancelled. 

 

2016 Pocket Calendars Are Here! 
Get yours today at the Local 159 office, or at the Union Meeting. 
While supplies last. 
 

Pro Union Contractor Class 
If you’ve ever considered becoming a contractor, this is a great 
opportunity. If you’re already in business, and want to grow, this 
is for you. This three-day class covers a variety of topics, 
including estimating, accounting, payroll, writing contracts, new 
technologies and more. January 21-23, 2016. Earn 20 CEU’s. 
Local 159 will cover the $550 cost for the first five members to 
register. Spouses may attend for free. Learn more at 
http://prounionconsulting.com. To register, email 
lgoodman@ibew159.org, or phone (608) 255-2989 (x112). 
 

mailto:btrades@sbcglobal.net
http://prounionconsulting.com/
mailto:lgoodman@ibew159.org
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RENEW   
Thank you to everyone who came out for the Chicken Shoot. We had a lot of fun. If you missed it, we're 
planning another one at Deerfield next spring. Let us know if you can help with planning. At press time, 
Katy Hunt, Mike Arnold and Josh Stern 
are ready to go to Detroit for the Sixth 
District Women’s Conference, and the 
RENEW Conference respectively. These 
events are part of the annual Sixth 
District Progress Conference. We invite 
anyone interested in being part of 
RENEW to come see us at the next union 
meeting. We usually meet on the first 
Thursday of the month, around 4:00 at 
the Local 159 office. If interested, 
contact Cam Knuteson to confirm date 
and time of the next meeting, (262) 753-
3074, or RENEW@ibew159.org 
 

Your brother, 
Josh Stern 

 

Keep it Beautiful, Pass it On 
And now a word from mom. We have 
invested in our future. We built the Training 
Center, and now we get to enjoy it. This is our 
home, a place we can share and grow. 
Everything is new: tables, chairs, 
whiteboards, computers and AV equipment. 
Let’s care for it as we would our own homes. 
It costs money and time to keep the facility 
clean, in good repair, and stocked with 
supplies. Thank you for remembering to sit on 
the chairs, not the tables; and dispose of 
food, tobacco products and refuse with care. 

Our Training Center is a place we can be proud of. Let’s remember to wipe our feet.  
 

 

You Made the Difference 
Thanks to everyone who received the email blast and came through. Because of you, there are enough 
people registered for the October 6 Grounding and Bonding Terminology class. Because of your fast 
response, enough people signed up, and the class did not get cancelled.  

 
 

The future ain’t what it used to be.  ~Yogi Berra 
 

 

tel:%28262%29%20753-3074
tel:%28262%29%20753-3074
mailto:RENEW@ibew159.org
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Training Center Grand Opening, October 10, please RSVP  

so we can order enough food  

ibew159.org/rsvp  

 
 

Blood Drive 

December 4, from 12:30 – 5:30 p.m.  

at McFarland Lutheran Church, 
5529 Marsh Rd, McFarland, WI 53558 

Make an appointment online at RedCrossBlood.org,  

Or call 1-800-Red Cross.  

Use the key word “McFarland” 

 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter by U.S. Mail, 

you may choose to receive it by email instead. Just let us know. 
 

Remember to use the new address when you send mail to Local 159! 

___________________________________________________________ 
Illness and Injury 

 

Brother Tim Baker suffered a major stroke while working in Michigan. He has not shown any immediate 

signs of improving, so please keep him in your thoughts and prayers, along with any other members and 

their families facing medical issues. 

 

 
 
Congratulations to 2nd year Krantz apprentice Kyle Erikson and fiancé, Margo Kidder, who were 
married on September 26th. Best wishes for many happy and healthy years together. 
  

Brother Jesse Hiltbrand and wife, Val welcomed their first child on November 11, 2014. Son, 
Brigston is a great addition and joy to the family. Congratulations. 
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We need dozens of volunteers 

to run the Grand Opening, October 10  
 
Friends and family are welcome, as well.  
No experience needed to: set-up, greet guests, 
guide tours, help dignitaries, direct parking, help 
with food, take-down and clean up. And much 
more. We also need help before the big day. 
 
Please contact the office if you can help, 
(608) 255-2989, sblue@ibew159.org 

 


